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Presidential Determination No. 2009–4 of October 15, 2008 

Provision of U.S. Drug Interdiction Assistance to the 
Government of Brazil 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State [and] the Secretary of Defense 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by section 1012 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1995, as amended (22 U.S.C. 2291– 
4), I hereby certify, with respect to Brazil, that (1) interdiction of aircraft 
reasonably suspected to be primarily engaged in illicit drug trafficking in 
that country’s airspace is necessary because of the extraordinary threat 
posed by illicit drug trafficking to the national security of that country; and 
(2) that country has appropriate procedures in place to protect against inno-
cent loss of life in the air and on the ground in connection with such inter-
diction, which shall at a minimum include effective means to identify and 
warn an aircraft before the use of force is directed against the aircraft. 

The Secretary of State is authorized and directed to publish this determina-
tion in the Federal Register and to notify the Congress of this determina-
tion. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 

Washington, October 15, 2008. 

Notice of October 16, 2008 

Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect To 
Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia 

On October 21, 1995, by Executive Order 12978, the President declared a 
national emergency pursuant to the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701–1706) to deal with the unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security, foreign policy, and economy of the 
United States constituted by the actions of significant narcotics traffickers 
centered in Colombia, and the extreme level of violence, corruption, and 
harm such actions cause in the United States and abroad. 

Because the actions of significant narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia 
continue to threaten the national security, foreign policy, and economy of 
the United States and to cause an extreme level of violence, corruption, 
and harm in the United States and abroad, the national emergency declared 
on October 21, 1995, and the measures adopted pursuant thereto to deal 
with that emergency, must continue in effect beyond October 21, 2008. 
Therefore, in accordance with section 202(d) of the National Emergencies 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year the national emergency 
with respect to significant narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia. This 
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notice shall be published in the Federal Register and transmitted to the 
Congress. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
THE WHITE HOUSE, 
October 16, 2008. 

Memorandum of October 17, 2008 

Designation of Officers of the Social Security Administration 
to Act as the Commissioner of Social Security 

Memorandum for the Commissioner of Social Security 
By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including the Federal Vacancies Reform 
Act of 1998, 5 U.S.C. 3345 et seq., it is hereby ordered that: 

Section 1. Order of Succession. Subject to the provisions of section 2 of 
this memorandum, the following officials of the Social Security Adminis-
tration, in the order listed, shall act as and perform the functions and du-
ties of the office of the Commissioner of Social Security (Commissioner), 
during any period in which both the Commissioner and Deputy Commis-
sioner have died, resigned, or become otherwise unable to perform the 
functions and duties of the office of the Commissioner, until such time as 
the Commissioner or Deputy Commissioner are able to perform the duties 
of that office: 

(a) Chief of Staff; 

(b) Deputy Commissioner for Operations; 

(c) Deputy Commissioner for Budget, Finance and Management; 

(d) Deputy Commissioner for Systems; 

(e) Deputy Commissioner for Quality Performance; 

(f) Regional Commissioner, Atlanta; and 

(g) Regional Commissioner, Dallas. 
Sec. 2. Exceptions. (a) No individual who is serving in an office listed in 
section 1 in an acting capacity, by virtue of so serving, shall act as Commis-
sioner pursuant to this memorandum. 

(b) No individual listed in section 1 shall act as Commissioner unless 
that individual is otherwise eligible to so serve under the Federal Vacan-
cies Reform Act of 1998. 

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of this memorandum, the President 
retains the discretion, to the extent permitted by law, to depart from this 
memorandum in designating an acting Commissioner. 
Sec. 3. This memorandum supersedes the President’s Memorandum of 
April 17, 2006 (Designation of Officers of the Social Security Administra-
tion). 

Sec. 4. This memorandum is intended to improve the internal management 
of the executive branch and is not intended to, and does not, create any 
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